HOVAWART CLUB of GREAT BRITAIN OPEN SHOW OCTOBER 5th 2025

Critique

It was a great honour to be invited to judge the Hovawart Club show at Oswestry on Sunday, as | always
think of it as the highlight of the Hovawart year. | was anxious about the task beforehand, but thanks to
my two super stewards, the friendly exhibitors and the superb temperament of all the dogs, | soon forgot
all my fears and became totally absorbed by the Hovawarts in front of me.

Our secretary’s work beforehand made the paperwork simple and straightforward, and with the
combined experience of Marion and John | could forget that part of the job completely and concentrate
on the exhibits. Usually at the club show, | have been in the kitchen, so my special thanks go to Sarah,
Janet and James who took over that job so well. It is hard being in the kitchen because you can’t watch
the judging or follow proceedings at all. By the way, the cheese scones were especially delicious! A very
big “thank you” to all of you.

Finally, | would like to say how thrilled | am with the present the club gave me....an inscribed clock that
goes perfectly in our bathroom, and which | shall always treasure as a reminder of a most memorable
day. Now for the dogs. | would like to say that | am proud to be part of a breed that showed such
sportsmanship from the humans and such calmness from the dogs.

JUNIOR DOG (1) 1st Sternkreige Theodore (Pearce) A handsome Black & Gold year old dog, slightly
lacking in face markings but enough to complement a balanced head with correctly placed ears, and
dark kind eyes. Perfect bite. Excellent condition, enthusiastic and enjoying his day out. Good bone and
already well - muscled with well-developed thighs. Once settled, his movement was fluid and strong,
keeping a level topline, although a little narrow front and back, which | am sure will mature nicely as he
has time on his side. Well-shaped neat feet, and a well set on bushy tail wagging most of the time.

YEARLING DOG (2)

1st Brandanerhof Austin (Murphy) B/G male of just over 18 months. Attractive head with neat correctly
placed ears and brown eyes. Good jaw, but slightly loose lips which may improve as his head develops. A
nice deep chest developing, good spring of rib. Well balanced body with correct topline and athletic
appearance. Tail well positioned. Rather flat feet, although movement was true coming and going.
Friendly temperament. One to watch. 2nd Brandanerhof Aragon (Campbell) Litter brother to the winner,
but Blonde. Striking coat with lovely shading and shown in great condition. Pigmentation to die for.
Correct ears, good jaw and a good shape on the move, with an unfortunate rather high tail set. Still very
much a youngster and time will improve him as he matures. Shown well, with an obviously good bond
between dog and handler.

POST GRADUATE DOG (1)

1st Johan Hovi-Raj of Driftingsky (Imp SVN) (White & Whitmore) Big well-grown B/G 3-year-old male just
cominginto his prime. Medium-dark oval eyes, clean teeth and correct jaw. Large ears, but well-placed
on a broad masculine head, good stop and well-marked, strong bone and well-laid shoulders. Nicely
ribbed back with strong loins. Not the flattest of toplines on the move today, although he covered the
ground with power and drive. Excellent coat and condition, with a friendly temperament.

LIMIT DOG (2)

1st Hightimbers Walnut (Edwards) 3-year-old B/G male, shown in super condition, perfect weight.
Attractive, typical head with dark eyes and a kind expression. One ear perfect, but the other wanted to
hang a little lower, which was endearing but not what you want. Good spring of rib and topline held well
on moving. A gentle slope to croup, continuing to a bushy, correct tail. Every inch the working dog and
well handled.

2nd Hightimbers Ticket to Moon (Woodger) 5-year-old B/G male, a little heavier built than previous males.
Big broad head, correct jaw, low ear placement, kind dark eyes and soft expression, but slightly loose
lips, correct markings throughout. Moved well, keeping his level topline and good propulsion from
behind, although slightly turning his front legs outwards when coming towards me. Well shown, adored
his owner and a very happy, cuddly exhibit.

OPEN DOG (2)



1st Hightimbers Oaks of Tutelary (Foakes) A 4-year-old B/G male that | have watched improving over the
last 18 months. He has an attractive masculine head, with dark slightly round eyes, correct ear
placement and good markings. | would like slightly tighter lips, but he has a strong front and firm, flat
topline which is shown by powerful ground-covering movement. Good, neat feet, excellent condition and
exhibited well. RBD

2nd Hightimbers Ticket to Moon

SPECIAL VETERAN DOG (2)

1st Micona Foxtrot (Murphy) A real joy to go over this 8-year-old B/G dog as he is just so well put together.
He has a strong broad head, well set ears, dark eyes and tight lips over a correct jaw. Wonderful bone
with sturdy front legs, standing four-square on the best, neatest feet of the day. Just longer than high, well
ribbed back, level topline, good tuck-up and well-muscled thighs that drive him around the ring in turbo.
Great coat and condition. BD BiS

2nd Farmwatch Snow Shadow (Tyerman & Challoner) Six months younger than the winner, this B/G dog is
a smaller, lighter type with good markings, medium brown eyes and balanced head and ears. Correct jaw
and good lips. Good tight feet, but | would like a longer and less curly coat. | would also like a little more
length in body. He moved well but not quite the drive and ground-covering ability of the winner. Nice
friendly temperament and very much in tune with his owner.

GOOD CITIZEN DOG (1)

1st Hightimbers Ticket to Moon YEARLING BITCH (1) 1 st Brandanerhof Amora (Bos) A 19-month-old B/G
bitch with a kind soft face with good markings, dark eyes and firm lips. At the moment a little narrow in
front, but with time on her side it willimprove. Well balanced throughout and she moved adequately. |
think a looser lead might have helped here. A very friendly and happy girl. Well worth persevering with.

BITCH (2, 1abs)

1 st Hightimbers Ticket to Dream at Kanukalos (McLure) A five-year-old B/G bitch of medium build. Rather
heavily marked. Very quiet temperament, a serious girl. Good head, ears and medium dark eyes. Correct
jaw. Level topline and nice bend of stifle. She moved well, but | would have liked more enthusiasm, and |
really wanted to get her playing with her handler. RBB

OPEN BITCH (2)

1st Micona Coconut Cream (Bos) A four-and-a-half-year-old Blonde bitch. Lovely colour with beautiful
shading to die for. Good head with good width and correct ear placement. Nice dark eyes and super
pigmentation for her colouring. Correct jaw. Adequate width in front, with enough bone and good feet, if a
little flat, and slightly down on her pasterns. She moved really well with drive. Just starting to lose her
coat. BB

2nd Brandanerhof Amora

SPECIAL VETERAN BITCH (3, 2abs)

1st Micona Delta (Murphy) 8-year-old Blonde bitch. Super head, correct ears and beautiful dark kind
eyes. Good jaw and correct teeth. Nice spring of rib and well-developed thighs. Still with a strong well-
muscled body, she shot off round my excellently large ring with amazing drive. Apart from her slightly
greying foreface, you would think she was still a youngster... and that tail, it kept wagging the whole way
round. Loved her handler to pieces.

SPECIAL VINTAGE BITCH (2)

1st Kanukalos Burletta (McLure) 10-year-old B/G bitch. Excellent condition for a mature bitch. | liked her
well-balanced head and expression. Good stop. Good teeth and pigmentation. Correct eye shape. Justa
hint of grey around her muzzle, but still with a good deep chest and spring of rib. With encouragement,
she moved well for her years. Well-handled and in tune with her handler.

2nd Hayaklause Molly (Murphy) Another B/G bitch of similar age and a girl | have always admired. A little
heavier than the winner in this class, particularly over her shoulders. Lovely face and expression, correct
jaw and dark eyes. Just a hint of greying around her muzzle. Nice overall length. Her topline is still holding
firm and level. Good correct tail carriage but going a little close behind when moving. A close competition
here, the winner just pipping her into second place today.



BRACE (1)
1st M.Foxtrot/H.Molly (Murphy) A mother-and-son combo in great harmony. Two lovely Hovawarts...a
treat to see.

PROGENY (2)

1st H.Molly

2nd M.Coconut Cream

This time it was mother and daughter, with mother just winning out, but what a family!!

BREEDER

1st Murphy

2nd Bos

A bit of “master” and “pupils” here. Today, the ‘dare-I-say’ senior triumphed.

ELAINE SHARPE JUDGE

Hovawart Club of Great Britain.
Special Award Classes. 5/10/2025
Judge: Tom Mather

A lovely afternoon with the dogs and members of the Hovawart Club. Just one absentee from the entry of
17 in the SAC classes. Without exception, temperaments were absolutely first rate. My sincere thanks to
the Committee and Officers and in particular to Craig Hosie my excellent steward. All winner were black
and gold unless otherwise stated.

Novice Dog or Bitch

1 Johnson and Niblock’s Pines Lord Sheraton. Well balanced with a pleasing head and kind, expression.
Good forehand with well laid shoulders, has depth and breadth of chest and excellent feet — nicely
rounded and well padded. In profile he had both reach and drive and his hind action was particularly
good.

2 Murphy’s Brandanerhof Austin. A handsome, masculine dog, clean head with parallel planes and dark,
well-shaped eyes. Decent forehand, well ribbed body with strong topline. A lovely character.

3 Campbell’s Brandanerhof Aragon. Blonde with excellent pigmentation and a pleasing expression. Good
depth of chest, well ribbed body, just a little untidy coming back towards me and not the drive of the two
above him. Nicely balanced and very typical.

Post Graduate Dog or Bitch

1 White and Whitmore’s Johan Hovi-Raj of Driftingsky (Imp SVN). A mature, handsome, well coated dog.
Good head planes and he has an attractive expression. Good bone, legs and pleasing feet. Good body
and ribbing. Moderately well angulated hindquarters which he used to advantage on the move.

2 McLure’s Pines Mansion at Kanukalos. Good breadth of skull and well carried ears. Dark, oval eyes.
Very pleasing for both balance and type with good angulation both fore and aft. Moved out with some
drive from the rear, a shade untidy coming back to me. Shown in good coat and condition.

3 Johnson’s Pines Bridge. A nicely made, feminine bitch. She too pleases for balance and she is soundly
made and free moving. Attractive head with good planes and a moderate stop. Just a little out of coat

today.

Open Dog or Bitch



1 Foakes’ Hightimbers Oaks of Tutelary. Masculine and handsome with a moderately broad skull, good
head planes with moderate stop and dark, expressive eyes. Strong, clean neck and well laid shoulders.
Good depth of brisket. Pleasing hind angulation and impressed on the move both out and back and in
profile.

2 Bos’ Micona Coconut Cream. Blonde, very feminine. Adequate breadth of skull. Dark oval eyes and
excellent pigmentation. Good forehand with some depth of brisket and breadth of chest. Good
hindquarters with evident drive on the move and this just gave her the advantage today.

3 McLure’s Kanukalos Burletta. Hard to believe that this lovely bitch is over 10 years of age. Shown in
perfect coat and condition. Really appealing for both type and balance with a lovely head and expression.
Well bodied with good ribbing and a strong loin. Very good profile action just a shade close going away
from me.

Judge: Tom Mather



