
CRUFTS HOVAWARTS Judge steve hall 

As this is my third time judging this breed at Cruft’s and possibly the last time I will be 
judging them (due to my age) I can honestly say I have thoroughly enjoyed every time I 
have judged your breed for two reasons, I think the people in this breed are some of the 
best sporting and friendly people in dogs today, they never bicker or moan, they support 
each other, maybe many other breeds need to take a hard look and behave the same, 
and the dog world would be a better place than it is today. 

Secondly the dogs, to be honest when a breed has no CCs on offer, I as a judge believe 
that you should give them more or same respect that the CC breeds get, they may not 
pay the same amount but there is less to win, but I believe they are just as important as 
every other breed. 

Now what I found today about your breed, these are the things that impressed me both 
Post Graduate class, I can honestly say these are most impressive, as when you judge 
Post Graduate in CC breeds these classes are not great but your breed excels where 
others fail. There usually is a down side and here it is, I think the breed needs to watch 
rear quarters could be firmer and wider in rear action, but the one thing that troubled 
me was the breed in general is too high in hock, when the standard requires the hocks to 
be well let down (they are not in most) angles in general are extremely good as when you 
gait this breed you do not see short stepping exhibits like many other breeds. 

I do think you are a breed in very good hands with the quality you exhibited today 

BD 935 - Ir Ch Micona Foxtrot (Mr M Murphy) 

RBD 932 - Brandanerhof Akiro (Mrs H Mooney) 

BB 918 - Hightimbers Travel Tickets Nov Ex (Mr M & Mrs S D Hemsworth) 

RBB 942 - Pines Cluedo (Mrs E M & Mr J R Sharpe) 

BOB 918 - Hightimbers Travel Tickets Nov Ex (Mr M & Mrs S D Hemsworth) 

BP 920 - Atervendari Field of Dreams (Mr Nd & Mrs Sl Johnson) 

199. Hovawart - Good Citizen Dog Scheme Dog 

Entries: 3 Absentees: 0 

1ST 931 - Pines Mansion at Kanukalos (Mrs C & Mr J Mclure) 

Good sized male ,pleased in head good forehand and deep ribbed but could be broader 
in chest for a male, held topline well, moved with purpose, presented in good order. 

2ND 928 - Pusztai Pandur Wilfred (Imp Hun) (Mrs Ma Loxton) 



Another nice male but needs to be handled better to gain a higher place, all male skull 
with a keen eye, good front assembly and a broader chest than winner, moved out well 
but needs more control on the move. 

3RD 949 - Hightimbers Ticket to Moon (Mrs K Woodger) 

200. Hovawart - Puppy Dog 

Entries: 2 Absentees: 0 

1ST 915 - Atervendari Field of Gold at Tutelary (Ms P J Foakes) 

8 months old youngster that is of good type, pleasing skull that is well balanced 
throughout, pleasing neck and forehand, bodily coming on nicely, gives an overall good 
outline, my only criticism is you bait him too much and he will be reliant on that food 
later, the art of baiting is only to reward the dog when it behaves. Prepared in very good 
order. 

2ND 923 - Farmwatch Hoo Rah Henry (Mrs A King) 

Another good youngster that needs to be stacked better, but he is only young, but this is 
the time to train him to stand in a good position, good head with a kind eye, ample neck 
quite good front, body maturing nicely, moved ok but still needs to strengthen behind, 
presented in good order. 

201. Hovawart - Junior Dog 

Entries: 1 Absentees: 0 

1ST 938 - Samu vom Pferdebach (Dr S Pelle) 

This youngster catches your eye as soon as he comes into the ring, he is a classic gaiter 
that you could watch all day, all he needs is to mature into a great dog. Prepared and 
presented in first class condition. 

202. Hovawart - Post Graduate Dog 

Entries: 10 Absentees: 0 

1ST 932 - Brandanerhof Akiro (Mrs H Mooney) 

Excellent type and good to go over which nothing disappointed, I thought him very 
balanced and no mistaking his gender, good head qualities, good neck and forehand 
which he used well, maturing rib cage, good toline and tail set, very good on the move 
and was sporting a gleaming jacket, prepared and presented in very good order. 

2ND 938 - Samu vom Pferdebach (Dr S Pelle) 

Sorry I have no notes for this dog, as they left the ring before I did my critique. 



3RD 940 - Farmwatch Fast and Furious (Mrs C Roberts) 

RES 911 - Brandanerhof Aragon (Miss L Campbell) 

VHC 936 - Pines Lord Sheraton (Miss M & Mr J Niblock & Johnson) 

203. Hovawart - Open Dog 

Entries: 13 Absentees: 1 

1ST 917 - Ch Davencara Hadriel Jch RAF (Ms D & Mr T Foley & Mccarthy) 

Quality male with lost of good attributes to admire, all male skull with a keen eye, ample 
neck with a good forehand, deep matured ribbing under a good topline and tail set, very 
good jacket, moved out well to clinch top spot in this class, prepare and presented to 
win. 

2ND 947 - Hightimbers Ticket to Rock (Mrs B & Mr B Werner-Dellar & Dellar) 

Another really nice male to appreciate his qualities, again good male skull with the 
correct proportions, strong neck, front assembly of good angles, mature ribbing with a 
good level topline, good tail set which he carried well, good quality coat that was well 
kept, moved well in both directions, presented in very good order. 

3RD 908 - Int/ger/nld Ch Mailo vom Hervester Hof (Mr R Schettler) 

RES 939 - Int Ch/gch Joker Sideric Miks (Mrs Jana Kolackova) 

VHC 913 - Brandanerhof Aladin (Mrs A Dowling) 

204. Hovawart - Veteran Dog 

Entries: 3 Absentees: 0 

1ST 935 - Ir Ch Micona Foxtrot (Mr M Murphy) 

The thing I liked about this male was his well letdown hocks, because this is a problem 
in this breed as outlined in my preamble, good overall balance nothing lacking nothing 
overdone, presented in really good order and he was steady on the move and did not 
loose his shape. 

2ND 908 - Int/ger/nld Ch Mailo vom Hervester Hof (Mr R Schettler) 

Unlucky to meet winner today, this was another dog I liked for his no nonsense 
performance and good balance throughout, good to go over, good quality shape which 
he also kept on the move, it was the hock on the winner that tippet the scales , prepared 
and presented in very good order. 

3RD 943 - Farmwatch Snow Shadow (Mr M & Ms G Tyerman & Challoner) 

205. Hovawart - Good Citizen Dog Scheme Bitch 



Entries: 4 Absentees: 1 

1ST 926 - Enormous Viva La Vida (Mrs L H Lee) 

Good quality blond bitch that gave a good performance particularly on gaiting around 
the ring, feminine head piece with a sweet expression, really good angles that produced 
her good movement balanced body parts to match. Excellent jacket, Presented in very 
good order. 

2ND 929 - Hightimbers Ticket to Dream at Kanukalos (Mrs C & Mr J Mclure) 

A lovely Black & Tan bitch that was a classic shape but not quite the gaiting style of 
winner today, however, she had lots of quality in head and body parts which gave her 
really good balance throughout, prepared in very good order. 

3RD 941 - Hightimbers Oreo Cookie (Mrs J & Mr D Robinson & Brown) 

RES 925 - Ameya Alma Lu (Mrs L H Lee) 

206. Hovawart - Puppy Bitch 

Entries: 1 Absentees: 0 

1ST 920 - Atervendari Field of Dreams (Mr Nd & Mrs Sl Johnson) 

Another really nice type but today she was carrying a little too much weight for a puppy, 
however, this didn’t detract too much from her obvious qualities for all to see, very 
feminine head with the loveliest eyes, excellent body parts in the correct proportions. 
Very good mover in both directions. Gleaming coat condition which was well prepared. 

208. Hovawart - Post Graduate Bitch 

Entries: 5 Absentees: 0 

1ST 926 - Enormous Viva La Vida (Mrs L H Lee) 

2ND 921 - Pines Bridge (Mr Nd & Mrs Sl Johnson) 

Good Black & Tan bitch with lots to like about her, very feminine head with a lovely 
expression, good forehand assembly, good deep ribbing with a firm topline which she 
held well on the move, she portrayed a really good outline in stance. Good coat covering 
and was well prepared and handled. 

3RD 929 - Hightimbers Ticket to Dream at Kanukalos (Mrs C & Mr J Mclure) 

RES 941 - Hightimbers Oreo Cookie (Mrs J & Mr D Robinson & Brown) 

VHC 912 - Enormous Uptown Girl at Farmwatch (Ms D G Challoner) 

209. Hovawart - Open Bitch 



Entries: 8 Absentees: 1 

1ST 942 - Pines Cluedo (Mrs E M & Mr J R Sharpe) 

This black & Tan bitch I really liked to the point that she could have been my best bitch, 
however, please don’t take this the wrong way, you need to up your game if you want top 
honours, maybe the occasion got the better of you, she was everything I was looking for, 
she was so feminine yet she possessed elegance and strength in abundance there was 
nothing I didn’t like about her, in the challenge for best bitch you could not get the best 
out of her, prepared in top condition. 

2ND 919 - Hightimbers Ticket to Evita (Mrs J Christopherson) 

Another quality bitch blond in colour, she was very similar to winner in qualities with 
more or less similar attributes but she was not quite as firm in front action as winner 
today, a most beautiful head with a delightful feminine expression, loved her outline and 
stance, good gaiting action which you would expect from this bitch. Presented and 
prepared in tip top condition. 

3RD 907 - Ir/int Ch Micona Coconut Cream An Ch 23 Cw23/25 Cen JW Cen W Jch (Mrs B 
& Mr M Bos) 

RES 946 - Nld/bel/slo/lux/ger/int Ch Tierney Van De Berenkerk Nld Jch (Miss C.l. Van 
Zaanen) 

VHC 922 - Ir Ch Davencara Jophiel Cjw 24 Jch (Mrs V Kavanagh) 

210. Hovawart - Veteran Bitch 

Entries: 5 Absentees: 0 

1ST 918 - Hightimbers Travel Tickets Nov Ex (Mr M & Mrs S D Hemsworth) 

As by now if you read my critiques, I write what I see (warts and all) this black bitch first 
look like a flat-coated retriever on the first lap around the ring, however, on closer 
inspection I found this not to be the case she has the most beautiful exquisite head 
(nothing like a flat-coated retriever) darkest of eyes that look into your soul, a most 
glamourless outline that captivates you into believing she is the best here and that is 
confirmed when she gaits around the ring so effortless, I had no hesitation to award her 
best of breed. 

2ND 930 - Kanukalos Burletta VW (ai) (Mrs C & Mr J Mclure) 

Really unlucky to come up against the winner today, this bitch was very good in all 
departments but she just had not quite the elegance of winner today, but nevertheless, 
was quality through and through, not much wrong here, she excelled in most things and 
was prepared and presented in very good order. 



3RD 934 - Micona Delta (Mr M Murphy) 

RES 925 - Ameya Alma Lu (Mrs L H Lee) 

VHC 945 - Int/nld/bel/lux Ch/nld Gch Bree Van Laag Laren Nld Jch Nld Vch (Mrs M Van 
De Wiel) 

 


